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kind% of precious stones are enumerated, and mention is made of the deity, or planet with which each is connected. It is stated thafc the wearer of a particular gem receives the blessing of its patron deity. Thus, rubies are thfe favoured of the sun; diamonds of Venus; pearls of the moon; emeralds of Budhudu, the son of the moon; sapphires of Saturn; cats-eyes of the dragon's tail, or descending node of the moon; topazes of Jupiter; coral of the ascending node of the moon; and the agate of Mars.
Six kinds of rubies are enumerated, each of which is said to bring misfortune to the wearer. A ruby, with milky layers enveloping it, is said to bring poverty to the wearer; one with a broken ray in it will cause quarrels and disputes; one chipped will make enmity between relatives; one full of cracks will plunge the wearer into sorrows for ever; one with many flaws will endanger the life of the wearer; one rough and dark in colour will be sure to cause evils. It is advisable to avoid either of these six kinds. It is also said that rubies containing two or three round spots are not lucky. It is not advisable to cast one's eyes upon such a stone on awaking in the morning. It is most lucky to wear good and pure rubies; the sun, their patron, will bless the wearer with wealth and prosperity.
Diamonds are divided into four classes, or castes. Those that are pure white are said to be of the Brahmin caste, and bestow great benefits upon the wearer. Those that are red, are of the Kshatriya caste, and bestow upon the wearer the power of eliciting the obedience of his fellowmen. Those that are yellow, are of the Banyan caste, and bestow prosperity generally. Those that are black, are of the Sudra cas.te, and mean ruin to the wearer. When a diamond contains shining streaks, resembling the feet of a crow, ifc will cause the death of the